
NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING/ PUBLIC HEARING 

The Bear Lake Township Zoning Board of Appeals will hold a Special Meeting I two 
Public Hearings at 7:00PM, on Monday, AprilS, 2021 at the Bear Lake Township 
Hall, 7771 Lake Street, Bear Lake, MI 49614, phone: (231) 864-3620. The special 
meeting will be held to consider two proposed variance requests. 

For the property addressed as parcel ID 51-02-341-704-10, commonly known as 
12789 Hopkins Forest Drive, Bear Lake, MI 49614, the property owner is seeking a 
variance from the Bear Lake Township Zoning Ordinance from a 50-foot front yard 
setback to a 33-foot front yard setback. This would allow the applicant to place a 
27.8' x 56' dwelling with a 24' x 24' attached garage within the front yard setback. 

For the property addressed as parcel ID 51-02-641-743-10, the property owner is 
seeking a variance from the Bear Lake Township Zoning Ordinance from a 50-foot 
front yard setback to a 30-foot front yard setback. This would allow the applicant to 
place a 30' x 50' dwelling with a 26' x 28' attached garage within the front yard 
setback. 

The variance requests and applications can be found on the Bear Lake Township 
Website at https://bearlaketwp.com/ or by visiting the Bear Lake Township Hall. 

The Zoning Board of Appeals will hold a subsequent public meeting at 7:00PM, on 
Thursday, AprilS, 2021 at the Township Hall- to approve the minutes of the AprilS, 
2021 ZBA meeting. 

Correspondence can be sent by mail, or hand delivered to the Bear Lake Township 
Hall, 7771 Lake Street, Bear Lake, MI 49614. Please, mark it ATTN: Zoning Board of 
Appeals. All correspondence must be received by end of business day on the day 
before the meeting. 



     Katie Mehl 
Planning and Zoning Administrator 

(231) 398-3525
kmehl@manisteecountymi.gov 

 Manistee County Planning Building, 395 Third Street Manistee, Michigan 49660 

March 1, 2021 

ZBA Members  
Bear Lake Township 
7771 Lake St. 
Bear Lake, MI 49614 
P.O. Box 187 

Dear ZBA Members, 

Mr. & Mrs. Howe are applying for a Variance for their property parcel # 51-02-341-704-10, 
addressed as 12789 Hopkins Forest Drive, Bear Lake, MI 49614.   

Background: 

I received a variance request form from Mr. & Mrs. Howe. The request is for the placement of a 
27.8 x 56 or 1557 sq ft dwelling with a 24 x 24 or 576 sq ft attached garage within the parcel’s 
front setback.  The district resides within RR1- Resort Residential Zoning District and the front 
setback is 50 feet. If a variance is granted a land use permit will still be required and all other 
Zoning Ordinance requirements will have to be met.  

Please review the following information: 

• A Narrative letter Mr. & Mrs. Howe has provided that explains why a variance should be 
granted.

• Mr. & Mrs. Howe’s Variance Application.
• Site plan.
• Map of Hopkins Forest Drive with parcel lines, and wetlands, circa 2013.
• Map of Hopkins Forest Drive, Circa May 2018.
• Six photos taken February 2021 that show the current parcel conditions.
• Notice of Meeting/Public Hearing for Newspaper.
• Letters that were sent to Parcel owners and occupants per Planning and Enabling Act 

2008.



• Motions Memo 
 

If a variance is granted all other local, state, and federal required permits must be acquired 
before construction begins.   

If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to reach out to me via email or phone. 

 

Regards, 

 
 

Katie Mehl 
Planning and Zoning Administrator  
Manistee County 
231.398.3525 
kmehl@manisteecountymi.gov     
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1. From Hopkins Forest Drive, facing North-East 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. From Hopkins Forest Drive, facing North 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. From Hopkins Forest Drive, facing East 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. From south side of house, facing west towards Hopkins Forest Drive 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. From Hopkisn Forest Drive, facing South-East 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. From south side of house, facing East towards Bear Lake  



                                NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING / PUBLIC HEARING 
 
The Bear Lake Township Zoning Board of Appeals will hold a Special Meeting / two 
Public Hearings at 7:00 PM, on Monday, April 5, 2021 at the Bear Lake Township 
Hall, 7771 Lake Street, Bear Lake, MI 49614, phone: (231) 864-3620.  The special 
meeting will be held to consider two proposed variance requests. 
 
For the property addressed as parcel ID 51-02-341-704-10, commonly known as 
12789 Hopkins Forest Drive, Bear Lake, MI 49614, the property owner is seeking a 
variance from the Bear Lake Township Zoning Ordinance from a 50-foot front yard 
setback to a 33-foot front yard setback.  This would allow the applicant to place a 
27.8’ x 56’ dwelling with a 24’ x 24’ attached garage within the front yard setback. 
 
For the property addressed as parcel ID 51-02-641-743-10, the property owner is 
seeking a variance from the Bear Lake Township Zoning Ordinance from a 50-foot 
front yard setback to a 30-foot front yard setback.  This would allow the applicant to 
place a 30’ x 50’ dwelling with a 26’ x 28’ attached garage within the front yard 
setback. 
 
The variance requests and applications can be found on the Bear Lake Township 
Website at https://bearlaketwp.com/ or by visiting the Bear Lake Township Hall. 
 
The Zoning Board of Appeals will hold a subsequent public meeting at 7:00 PM, on 
Thursday, April 8, 2021 at the Township Hall - to approve the minutes of the April 5, 
2021 ZBA meeting.   
 
Correspondence can be sent by mail, or hand delivered to the Bear Lake Township 
Hall, 7771 Lake Street, Bear Lake, MI 49614.  Please, mark it ATTN: Zoning Board of 
Appeals.  All correspondence must be received by end of business day on the day 
before the meeting. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

https://bearlaketwp.com/


               Katie Mehl 
Planning and Zoning Administrator 

      (231) 398-3525 
kmehl@manisteecountymi.gov 

 
                  Manistee County Planning Building, 395 Third Street Manistee, Michigan 49660 
 
 
March 1, 2021 
 
 
 
Dear Occupant, 
 
 
 You are receiving this letter because you own or reside within a property which is 300 
feet of a property being considered for variance.  The property owner is seeking a variance from 
the Bear Lake Township Zoning Ordinance from a 50-foot front yard setback to a 33-foot front 
yard setback.  This would allow the applicant to place a 27.8’ x 56’ dwelling with a 24’ x 24’ 
attached garage within the front yard setback. The proposed variance request is for the property 
addressed as parcel ID 51-02-341-704-10, commonly known as 12789 Hopkins Forest Drive, 
Bear Lake, MI 49614. 
 
  
The Bear Lake Township Planning Commission will hold a Special Meeting / Public Hearing at 
7:00 PM, on Monday, April 5, 2021 at the Bear Lake Township Hall, 7771 Lake Street, Bear Lake, 
MI 49614. 

 
The variance request and application can be found on the Bear Lake Township Website at 
https://bearlaketwp.com/ or by visiting the Bear Lake Township Hall. 
 
Correspondence can be sent by mail, or hand delivered to the Bear Lake Township Hall, 7771 
Lake Street, Bear Lake, MI 49614.  Please, mark it ATTN: Zoning Board of Appeals.  All 
correspondence must be received by end of business day prior to the day of the meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:kmehl@manisteecountymi.gov
https://bearlaketwp.com/


 
 
 
Per Planning and Enabling Act of 2008, you must be notified if you own property or live within 
300 feet of the property requesting the variance.  Below you will find a listing of addresses and 
parcel owners that have been notified of this variance request. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Katie Mehl 
Manistee County Planner 
Bear Lake Township Zoning Administrator 
 

 

Parcel Number Property Owner's Name Property Street
Property 

City 
Property 

State Owner's Name Owner's Street Owner's City 
Owner's 

State
Owner's 
Zipcode

02-006-200-01 BEAR LAKE SCHOOL 6157 THIRTEEN MILE RD
02-341-705-07 MACKENZIE RALPH W & JUDITH 12759 HOPKINS FOREST DR BEAR LAKE MI 1117 WINDREEF CR OKEMOS MI 48864
02-341-704-01 TROYANEK RICHARD L & BETTY A 12827 HOPKINS FOREST DR BEAR LAKE MI 549 SOUTH BATCHWANA CLAWSON MI 48017
02-341-705-09 COVAULT LINDA J (LE) & 12749 HOPKINS FOREST DR BEAR LAKE MI LYON-LOFTUS ANDREA & COVAULT RACHEL W253 S4556 MEADOW VIEW DR WAUKESHA WI 53189
02-341-703-09 DBTM LLC 12839 HOPKINS FOREST DR BEAR LAKE MI 6574 GRAN VIA DR NE ROCKFORD MI 49341
02-341-706-01 TABOR TIMOTHY L & KATHY A 12739 HOPKINS FOREST DR BEAR LAKE MI 15485 RANNES ST SPRING LAKE MI 49456
02-341-704-03 CRAIGIN FREDERICK & MELANIE 12807 HOPKINS FOREST DR BEAR LAKE MI 1154 EAST BOULEVARD RD PINE VILLAGE IN 47975
02-341-705-03 JELINEK JEROME & JILL 12771 HOPKINS FOREST DR BEAR LAKE MI 536 MONROE ST TRAVERSE CITY MI 49684
02-341-703-05 RUSSELL RICHARD & PHYLLIS TRUST 12851 HOPKINS FOREST DR BEAR LAKE MI 12851 HOPKINS FOREST DR BEAR LAKE MI 49614
02-341-704-07 MINER JOHN E & MARY 12801 HOPKINS FOREST DR BEAR LAKE MI 6500 OLD DARBY TRL ADA MI 49301
02-341-706-03 MACDOUGALL SHAWN & JILL 12725 HOPKINS FOREST DR BEAR LAKE MI 7522 SUNFISH LAKE CT ROCKFORD MI 49341



     Katie Mehl 
Planning and Zoning Administrator 

      (231) 398-3525 
kmehl@manisteecountymi.gov 

 
                  Manistee County Planning Building, 395 Third Street Manistee, Michigan 49660 
 

March 1, 2021 

ZBA Members  
Bear Lake Township 
7771 Lake St. 
Bear Lake, MI 49614 
P.O. Box 187 

 

Dear ZBA Members, 

Mr. & Mrs. Howe are applying for a Variance for their property parcel # 51-02-341-704-10, addressed as 
12789 Hopkins Forest Drive, Bear Lake, MI 49614. The request is for the placement of a 27.8 x 56 or 
1557 sq ft dwelling with a 24 x 24 or 576 sq ft attached garage within the parcel’s front setback.  The 
district resides within RR1- Resort Residential Zoning District and the front setback is 50 feet. If a 
variance is granted a land use permit will still be required and all other Zoning Ordinance requirements 
will have to be met.  

This memo is to act as a starting point for actions for this variance request.  The following can be 
followed completely, partially, or not at all.  They are simply to help the ZBA members have a starting 
point for discussion. 

 

Option A:  Deny the Variance request.  The variance request fails to pass the majority vote needed.  The 
variance needed has been caused or somewhat caused by the parcel owner, and/or hardship has not 
been shown to exist. 

Option B: Allow the variance as requested.  The Variance would be to allow a 27.8 x 56 or 1557 sq ft 
dwelling with a 24 x 24 or 576 sq ft attached garage within 33 feet of the front parcel line, in the exact 
area defined on the “Site Plan”, and under 35 feet in height.  All other aspects of the Bear Lake Township 
Zoning Ordinance would have to be followed. 

Option C: The zoning board of appeals may reverse or affirm, wholly or partly, or modify the order, 
requirement, decision, or determination and may issue or direct the issuance of a permit.  

 

Recommendation: 

The Planning Department request that if a variance is granted that it be contingent on pulling of a land 
use permit, and issuing of all other local, state, and federal requirements prior to building. While this is 
usually covered under land use permitting, outright stating it within the variance recommendation, if 

mailto:kmehl@manisteecountymi.gov


passed, is always preferable. Also stating that this does not relieve the applicant from any other 
requirements of the Bear Lake Township Zoning Ordinance is desirable by staff. It is requested that a 
survey is conducted prior to construction to ensure the structure is placed in the exact location indicated 
on the site plan. The Planning Department would like to reiterate that variances should be granted on 
their own merit and a hardship must be shown. 

 

If you have any other questions or concerns, feel free to reach out to me. 

 

Regards,  

 

 

Katie Mehl 
Planning and Zoning Administrator  
Manistee County 
231.398.3525 
kmehl@manisteecountymi.gov   
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               Katie Mehl 
Planning and Zoning Administrator 

      (231) 398-3525 
kmehl@manisteecountymi.gov 

 
                  Manistee County Planning Building, 395 Third Street Manistee, Michigan 49660 
 

March 1, 2021 

ZBA Members  
Bear Lake Township 
7771 Lake St. 
Bear Lake, MI 49614 
P.O. Box 187 
 
Dear ZBA Members, 

Mr. & Mrs. Gillespie are applying for a Variance for their property parcel # 51-02-641-743-10, 
with the address to be determined.   

 

Background:  
 
I received a variance request form from Mr. & Mrs. Gillespie. The request is for the placement 
of a 30 x 50 or 1500 sq ft dwelling with a 26 x 28 or 728 sq ft attached garage within the parcel’s 
front setback. The district resides within RR1- Resort Residential Zoning District and the front 
setback is 50 feet. If a variance is granted a land use permit will still be required and all other 
Zoning Ordinance requirements will have to be met.  

Mr. & Mrs. Gillespie also requested a variance to allow for their accessory structure to have a 
height of 20’. The RR1 – Resort Residential Zoning District does not have a height restriction of 
18’, only the R1 – Residential District has this restriction. For this reason, this portion of the 
request can be disregarded. 

 

Please review the following information: 

 
• A Narrative letter Mr. & Mrs. Gillespie has provided that explains why a variance should 

be granted. 
• Mr. & Mrs. Gillespie’s Variance Application. 
• Site plan. 
• Map of Hopkins Forest Drive with parcel lines, and wetlands, circa 2013. 
• Map of Hopkins Forest Drive, Circa May 2018. 

mailto:kmehl@manisteecountymi.gov


• Six photos taken February 2021 that show the current parcel conditions. 
• Notice of Meeting/Public Hearing for Newspaper. 
• Letters that were sent to Parcel owners and occupants per Planning and Enabling Act 

2008. 
• Motions Memo 

 

If a variance is granted all other local, state, and federal required permits must be acquired 
before construction begins.   

 

If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to reach out to me via email or phone. 

 

Regards, 

 
 

Katie Mehl 
Planning and Zoning Administrator  
Manistee County 
231.398.3525 
kmehl@manisteecountymi.gov     

 
 

mailto:kmehl@manisteecountymi.gov
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1. Corner of South Shore Drive and Hopkins Forest Drive, facing North-East 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2. From Hopkins Forest Drive, facing East 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. From Hopkins Forest Drive, facing South-East 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. From Hopkins Forest Drive, facing South 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. From corner of Hopkins Forest and S. Shore, facing North 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. From corner of Hopkins Forest and S. Shore, facing North 
 



                                NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING / PUBLIC HEARING 
 
The Bear Lake Township Zoning Board of Appeals will hold a Special Meeting / two 
Public Hearings at 7:00 PM, on Monday, April 5, 2021 at the Bear Lake Township 
Hall, 7771 Lake Street, Bear Lake, MI 49614, phone: (231) 864-3620.  The special 
meeting will be held to consider two proposed variance requests. 
 
For the property addressed as parcel ID 51-02-341-704-10, commonly known as 
12789 Hopkins Forest Drive, Bear Lake, MI 49614, the property owner is seeking a 
variance from the Bear Lake Township Zoning Ordinance from a 50-foot front yard 
setback to a 33-foot front yard setback.  This would allow the applicant to place a 
27.8’ x 56’ dwelling with a 24’ x 24’ attached garage within the front yard setback. 
 
For the property addressed as parcel ID 51-02-641-743-10, the property owner is 
seeking a variance from the Bear Lake Township Zoning Ordinance from a 50-foot 
front yard setback to a 30-foot front yard setback.  This would allow the applicant to 
place a 30’ x 50’ dwelling with a 26’ x 28’ attached garage within the front yard 
setback. 
 
The variance requests and applications can be found on the Bear Lake Township 
Website at https://bearlaketwp.com/ or by visiting the Bear Lake Township Hall. 
 
The Zoning Board of Appeals will hold a subsequent public meeting at 7:00 PM, on 
Thursday, April 8, 2021 at the Township Hall - to approve the minutes of the April 5, 
2021 ZBA meeting.   
 
Correspondence can be sent by mail, or hand delivered to the Bear Lake Township 
Hall, 7771 Lake Street, Bear Lake, MI 49614.  Please, mark it ATTN: Zoning Board of 
Appeals.  All correspondence must be received by end of business day on the day 
before the meeting. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

https://bearlaketwp.com/


     PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
 (231) 723-6041 

 Fax (231) 398-3526 
planning@manisteecountymi.gov 

 
                  Manistee County Planning Building, 395 Third Street Manistee, Michigan 49660 
 
 
March 1, 2021 
 
 
 
Dear Occupant, 
 
 
 You are receiving this letter because you own or reside within a property which is 300 
feet of a property being considered for variance.  The property owner is seeking a variance from 
the Bear Lake Township Zoning Ordinance from a 50-foot front yard setback to a 30-foot front 
yard setback.  This would allow the applicant to place a 30’ x 50’ dwelling with a 26’ x 28’ 
attached garage within the front yard setback. The proposed variance request is for the property 
addressed as parcel # 51-02-641-743-10. 
  
The Bear Lake Township Planning Commission will hold a Special Meeting / Public Hearing at 
7:00 PM, on Monday, April 5, 2021 at the Bear Lake Township Hall, 7771 Lake Street, Bear Lake, 
MI 49614. 

 
The variance request and application can be found on the Bear Lake Township Website at 
https://bearlaketwp.com/ or by visiting the Bear Lake Township Hall. 
 
Correspondence can be sent by mail, or hand delivered to the Bear Lake Township Hall, 7771 
Lake Street, Bear Lake, MI 49614.  Please, mark it ATTN: Zoning Board of Appeals.  All 
correspondence must be received by end of business day on the day of the meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://bearlaketwp.com/


Per Planning and Enabling Act of 2008, you must be notified if you own property or live within 
300 feet of the property requesting the variance.  Below you will find a listing of addresses and 
parcel owners that have been notified of this variance request. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Katie Mehl 
Manistee County Planner 
Bear Lake Township Zoning Administrator 
 

 

Parcel Number  Property Owner's Name Property Street
Property 

City 
Property 

State Owner's Name Owner's Street
Owner's 

City 
Owner's 

State
Owner's 
Zipcode

02-641-743-04 DOTSON LARRY DEAN & PAMELA ANN 12319 HOPKINS FOREST DR BEAR LAKE MI 12319 HOPKINS FOREST DR BEAR LAKE MI 49614
02-641-736-03 BOWLING RUSSELL B & J DIANNE 6486 RAILROAD ST BEAR LAKE MI 49614
02-641-745-00 PULIDO ANNETTE E & MYERS IAN T 6485 SOUTH SHORE DR BEAR LAKE MI 6485 SOUTH SHORE DRIVE BEAR LAKE MI 49614
02-641-743-06 WAGEL ANDREW W & LISA P 6479 RAILROAD ST BEAR LAKE MI 15715 HARRISON ALLEN PARK MI 48101
02-641-734-01 CULLINGFORD TAMI E & 6511 SOUTH SHORE DR BEAR LAKE MI VISSER BARBARA ANN 6511 S SHORE DR BEAR LAKE MI 49614
02-641-753-01 BEAR LAKE SCHOOL
02-641-750-20 BEAR LAKE EQUITIES LLC PO BOX 498 BEULAH MI 49617
02-641-750-18 MILLER DENNIS R & MILLER LINDA J 6399 SOUTH SHORE DR BEAR LAKE 1105 W FIELDSTONE DR LAPORTE IN 46350
02-641-745-02 IVINSON EDWARD L & LEE A 6455 SOUTH SHORE DR 6455 SOUTH SHORE DR BEAR LAKE MI 49614
02-641-745-10 VOWELS SUSAN J REVOCABLE TRUST PO BOX 667 KALKASKA MI 49646
02-641-750-01 BALDWIN JOHN & DARLENE J 6425 SOUTH SHORE DR BEAR LAKE MI 6425 SOUTH SHORE DR BEAR LAKE MI 49614
02-641-736-13 MICK ROBERT A 6518 SOUTH SHORE DR BEAR LAKE MI PO BOX 290 BEAR LAKE MI 49614
02-641-743-15 GRAHL JOANN (LE) & 6482 SOUTH SHORE DR BEAR LAKE MI GRAHL SANDRA M 6482 SOUTH SHORE DR BEAR LAKE MI 49614



          Katie Mehl 
Planning and Zoning Administrator 

      (231) 398-3525 
kmehl@manisteecountymi.gov 

 
                  Manistee County Planning Building, 395 Third Street Manistee, Michigan 49660 
 

 

March 1, 2021 

ZBA Members  
Bear Lake Township 
7771 Lake St. 
Bear Lake, MI 49614 
P.O. Box 187 

 

Dear ZBA Members, 

Mr. & Mrs. Gillespie are applying for a Variance for their property parcel # 51-02-641-743-10, with the 
address to be determined. The request is for the placement of a 30 x 50 or 1500 sq ft dwelling with a 26 
x 28 or 728 sq ft attached garage within the parcel’s front setback. The district resides within RR1- 
Resort Residential Zoning District and the front setback is 50 feet. If a variance is granted a land use 
permit will still be required and all other Zoning Ordinance requirements will have to be met.  

Mr. & Mrs. Gillespie also requested a variance to allow for their accessory structure to have a height of 
20’. The RR1 – Resort Residential Zoning District does not have a height restriction of 18’, only the R1 – 
Residential District has this restriction. For this reason, this portion of the request can be disregarded. 

This memo is to act as a starting point for actions for this variance request.  The following can be 
followed completely, partially, or not at all.  They are simply to help the ZBA members have a starting 
point for discussion. 

 

Option A:  Deny the Variance request.  The variance request fails to pass the majority vote needed.  The 
variance needed has been caused or somewhat caused by the parcel owner, and/or hardship has not 
been shown to exist. 

Option B: Allow the variance as requested.  The Variance would be to allow a of a 30 x 50 or 1500 sq ft 
dwelling with a 26 x 28 or 728 sq ft attached garage within 30 feet of the front parcel line, in the exact 
area defined on the “Site Plan”, and under 35 feet in height.  All other aspects of the Bear Lake Township 
Zoning Ordinance would have to be followed.  

Option C: The zoning board of appeals may reverse or affirm, wholly or partly, or modify the order, 
requirement, decision, or determination and may issue or direct the issuance of a permit.  

 

mailto:kmehl@manisteecountymi.gov


Recommendation: 

The Planning Department request that if a variance is granted that it be contingent on pulling of a land 
use permit, and issuing of all other local, state, and federal requirements prior to building. While this is 
usually covered under land use permitting, outright stating it within the variance recommendation, if 
passed, is always preferable. Also stating that this does not relieve the applicant from any other 
requirements of the Bear Lake Township Zoning Ordinance is desirable by staff. It is requested that a 
survey is conducted prior to construction to ensure the structure is placed in the exact location indicated 
on the site plan. The Planning Department would like to reiterate that variances should be granted on 
their own merit and a hardship must be shown. 

 

If you have any other questions or concerns, feel free to reach out to me. 

 

Regards,  

 

 

Katie Mehl 
Planning and Zoning Administrator  
Manistee County 
231.398.3525 
kmehl@manisteecountymi.gov   
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